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UT names commencement speaker 
By Jasleen Shokar
@jasleenshokar
Dallas Police Chief Da-
vid Brown will serve as the 
commencement speaker for 
UT-Austin’s May 2017 grad-
uating class, the University 
announced Friday.
Brown, who is set to re-
tire in October, accepted the 
invitation from President 
Gregory Fenves Friday in a 
phone call, according to the 
Dallas Morning News.
After the July 7 shoot-
ing in Dallas that left five 
police officers dead and 
nine injured, Brown was 
praised for the way he han-
dled the situation and built 
community relations.
Brown, who has been 
with the Dallas Police De-
partment for 33 years and 
served as chief for six, 
announced his retirement 
on Sept. 1 through the Dal-
las Police Department 
Twitter account.
Advertising senior Bria 
Benjamin said in an email 
she is interested to see 
Brown talk about his time 
in the police force in Dallas, 
this summer’s shooting, the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment and what advice he 
offers graduates.
“There’s the reputation of 
this school being a liberal 
haven in a sea of red, which 
is partly true,” Benjamin 
said. “But, then again, in 
the four years I’ve been here 
I’ve seen things and heard 
stories that prove UT has a 
lot of room to grow in how 
it treats minority groups. I 
think that by having Dallas 
Police Chief Brown speak at 
commencement shows UT’s 
willingness to acknowl-
edge race in America/Texas 
but a hesitation to take a 
true stance.” 
In a news conference 
on Sept. 8, Brown said his 
last day as Dallas police 
chief would be Oct. 22 but 
changed the date to Oct. 
4 in a written statement a 
week later.
Texas falls in Wild West shootout
Daulton Venglar | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman quarterback Shane Buechele hands the ball off to sophomore running back Chris Warren. The Longhorns shredded California for 568 total 
yards on Saturday, but it was not enough. The Bears compiled 50 points on the Longhorns, with four touchdown tosses coming from senior Davis Webb.
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Synthetic marijuana is a 
drug that has plagued West 
Campus for the past two 
years with at least one case 
every day being responded 
to by the Austin and UT 
Police Departments in 
2014 and 2015, according 
to UTPD assistant chief 
Peter Scheets.
K2 is a type of synthet-
ic marijuana that gained 
popularity because  of its 
temporary legality in pre-
vious years and low price. 
This year, UTPD officers 
say the K2 stronghold has 
shifted from West Cam-
pus to the downtown area, 
pointing to an August K2 
outbreak that led to more 
than 90 hospitalizations 
last month.
“We saw the overdoses 
all the time and everyone 
was reporting it and we 
responded to it,” UTPD 
patrol officer Jorge Cuellar 
said, referencing his first 
two years working with 
members of the West Cam-
pus community. “Every 
time we were out in West 
Campus we were arresting 
someone for K2.”
UTPD began a bike 
patrol program in 2014, 
which opened the door for 
UTPD officers to familiar-
ize themselves with local 
business owners, students 
and the homeless popu-
lation in order to crack 
down on criminal and 
disorderly behavior near 
Guadalupe Street.
“It took about a year 
and a half of just warning, 
warning, warning,” Cuellar 
The UT Police Depart-
ment plans to install a new 
911 communication option 
called “Text-to-911” by the 
end of the fall semester. 
The technology initiates a 
text message-like conversa-
tion between callers and 911 
dispatchers, and is similar to 
what is currently used for the 
hearing impaired. 
Once a text is sent to 911, 
a call with a dispatcher is ini-
tiated and accepted. 
From there, a chat box 
pops up on the dispatcher’s 
computer screen, leading to 
a conversation.
The program will pass 
through a period of testing, 
after which UTPD hopes 
to have the program in op-
eration by the end of the 
fall semester.
“It’s the technology, 
everybody’s got a phone 
in their hand now,” said 
Ann Treffer, UTPD emer-
gency communication 
manager. “It’ll really give 
them an opportunity to 
communicate with public 
safety and get the help that 
they need.”
Americans between the 
ages of 18 and 24 exchange 
an average of 109.5 text 
messages each day, with 73 
percent of all American cell-
phone users capable of send-
ing and receiving text mes-
sages, according to a study 
conducted by Pew Research 
Center in 2011.
This communication 
trend brought about the 
change in how to report 
emergencies to the police, 
but UTPD officials feel the 
generation gap may create 
communication problems 
down the road.
“We would want to involve 
Amid a controversial 
state voter identification 
law and an upcoming presi-
dential election, Texas was 
dubbed the “epicenter of 
voting rights battles” during 
a panel Sunday at the Lyn-
don B. Johnson School of 
Public Affairs.
The event, titled “Vot-
ing Rights in Texas and 
Beyond,” included discus-
sion surrounding a rul-
ing the Federal 5th Circuit 
Court of Appeals made in 
July. The court ruled that 
Texas’ voter ID law, a mea-
sure enacted in 2011 by the 
Texas Legislature, had a 
discriminatory impact on 
African-Americans and La-
tinos in the state and didn’t 
comply with the Voting 
Rights Act.
“I love my state, but we 
don’t always do the right 
thing here,” Chad Dunn, the 
chief litigator for plaintiffs 
in the 2011 Texas voter ID 
case, said. “We haven’t for a 
long time.”
Dunn said historical 
methods of voter intimi-
dation have long plagued 
the Lone Star State, and he 
considered the process of 
retrieving a form of iden-
tification to be a mod-
ern-day poll tax because 
of the time, money, and 
“bureaucratic headaches” it 
takes people.
“There are 680,000 reg-
istered voters in Texas who 
SPEAKER page 3
K2 page 2
VOTE page 2911 page 2
Yifan Lyu | Daily Texan Staff
Nancy Abudu, the director of legal operations for the American Civil Liberties Union in 
Florida , speaks about voting rights at the Bass Lecture of the LBJ school.
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said. “If we saw a criminal 
act, then we would respond. 
We knew if this happened 
for so long that we were just 
going to drop the hammer 
and start arresting people.”
Six arrests were made in 
2014 and 2015, but Scheets 
said this number does not 
reflect how prevalent K2 
students as much as possible 
to try to help us create a little 
bit of a language dictionary 
if we felt that it’s needed,” 
Treffer said. 
Neuroscience and Spanish 
junior Yanett Heredia said 
he doesn’t feel a language 
dictionary will be necessary 
since former text messag-
ing formats that prompted 
shortened forms of com-
munication are no longer 
in use.
“I feel like the whole 
slang texting kind of al-
ready passed with the old 
cellphones … a lot of people 
don’t text like that anymore,” 
Heredia said. 
Journalism junior Car-
los Devora echoed Here-
dia’s sentiments and said 
he thinks that in an emer-
gency situation, acronyms 
and abbreviations aren’t 
as helpful.
“I don’t think that some-
one’s going to be in a situa-
tion when they’re in danger 
and they’re gonna be like 
‘Oh help me, lol.’”
The Capital Area 
Council of Governments, 
which provides the funding 
and equipment for Text-
to-911 programs in Central 
Texas, emphasizes calling 
rather than texting 911 as 
the most reliable way to get 
through to dispatchers.
“There’s kind of a false 
sense of security when it 
comes to Text-to-911, that 
they think that it’s going to 
be this saving grace and it’s 
not necessarily going to be 
that,” Treffer said.
This concern is predi-
cated on the lagging re-
sponse times that have been 
reported from other Texas 
law enforcement agencies 
who have gone through the 
testing period or have used 
Text-to-911 for full-blown 
criminal incidents. On aver-
age, a regular 911 call lasts 
between one to three min-
utes, whereas text conversa-
tions last 12 to 18.
“What you don’t get on a 
text is this sense of urgency,” 
UTPD officer Peter Scheets 
said. “Is this person panick-
ing? What does exclamation 
point mean?”
Communication dis-
crepancies aren’t the only 
concern on UTPD’s radar. 
Triaging, a 911 emergency 
categorization method, 
can vary depending on the 
types of calls each agency 
receives. Because Austin 
Police triage on a higher 
danger level, Scheets said 
some 911 text calls that tri-
age on a lower level could 
potentially fall through 
the cracks.
“We have higher or more 
open first-level,” Scheets 
said. “It’s not that you have 
to be injured or assaulted. If 
you feel unsafe, call us. We’re 
actually here to react to that.”
don’t have IDs,” Dunn said. 
“A lot of them are veterans, 
your neighbors — we have 
to be sympathetic and un-
derstand their civil rights 
are just as important as 
everyone else’s.”
Dunn added that the Texas 
Department of Public Safety 
had offices in areas that were 
sometimes hard to get to for 
citizens. He noted that resi-
dents living in the rural areas 
between San Antonio, Austin 
and Houston sometimes had 
to drive 150 to 200 miles just 
to reach the nearest office.
Nancy Abudu, the di-
rector of legal operations 
for the American Civil 
Liberties Union in Florida, 
described what she called vot-
er-suppression tactics, and 
pointed to states like North 
Carolina and Wisconsin as 
examples that showcased ef-
forts by some to skew the 
election process.
“We’re in an age where law 
makers are allowed to choose 
their voters even though it’s 
supposed to be the other way 
around,” Abudu said. “When 
we talk about suppressing 
the vote, it’s real.
Abudu said she didn’t 
think one single solu-
tion for increasing voter 
turnout existed.
“What we’ve been fight-
ing for is multiple options. 
I’m more in support of pro-
moting multiple avenues 
for casting a ballot,” Abudu 
said. “These laws are hav-
ing discriminatory impacts 
on communities, but they’re 
having a universal effect on 
all of us.” 
Cassandra Champion, a 
staff attorney at the Texas 
Civil Rights Project, also 
spoke at the event.
Referring to the Na-
tional Voter Registration 
Act, a 1993 federal law 
that required state govern-
ments to allow voter reg-
istration opportunities to 
eligible people renewing or 
applying for a driver license, 
Champion said Texas had 
received more than 1800 
complaints by people who 
had been confused by the 
process when they tried to 
update their driver license 
information online. 
Champion added she ex-
pected changes to be made 
to the system in time for the 
2018 election.
Champion told The Daily 
Texan that the Texas Civil 
Right Project staff plans to 
educate the public about 
these issues and make it more 
accessible for people to exer-
cise their constitutional right 
to vote.
“I look to leadership and 
think they should absolutely 
be trying to bring more peo-
ple into the [voting] process,” 
Champion said. “They have 
no reason to not make as 
many people eligible to par-
ticipate in civic engagement 
as possible.”
was during those years. In 
2016, he’s seen a significant 
decrease in the amount of 
K2 calls.
The concern now has 
shifted from K2 to the 
emergence of PCP, which 
UTPD said it is prepared 
to tackle.
David Houke, Austin 
Recovery Center program 
director, said most K2 
cases involve other addic-
tion issues, adding that K2 
is sometimes considered a 
gateway drug.
“It’s not so much that one 
drug leads to the other, it’s 
that whole idea of an exter-
nal fix for how I’m feeling. 
If they discover one, then 
they’re more likely to seek 
out another,” Houke said.
Many members of the 
homeless community near 
campus left once the bike 
patrol made it clear that 
behaviors such as urinat-
ing in public wouldn’t be 
allowed, said Cuellar.
Afterward, many who 
were engaged in more seri-
ous criminal activity stayed 
behind, making it simpler 
to identify K2 dealers.
“[UTPD officers are] 
gathering information 
about who is bringing in 
the drugs, who is selling 
it, who is distributing it, 
who is enforcing, because 
sometimes you can get K2 
on credit,” Scheets said. 
“Then a guy is gonna show 
up two days later and as-
sault you with a knife or 
beat you up in the alley.”
Scheets said drug users 
themselves have even de-
veloped relationships with 
police officers who would 
patrol the area, leading to 
more information about 
how to track down K2 
dealers, some of whom 
were eventually traced 
back to gangs and larger 
crime networks.
Two PCP arrests were 
made this week, and 
Scheets said UTPD plans 
to address this poten-
tial problem in a similar 
manner to which they 
handled K2.
“We’re not gonna stop 
getting out and mak-
ing contacts over there,” 
Scheets said. “Our attitude 
is we put work in and we 
got it to this level, we’re 
gonna keep it there.”
K2
continues from page 1
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Senate of College Councils 
Vice President Austin Reyn-
olds, a student representative 
who sat on the selection com-
mittee, said in an email that 
Brown embodies the true 
meaning of being a Longhorn 
and inspired a sense of hope. 
“As you may know, Chief 
Brown introduced President 
Obama at the Dallas Shoot-
ing Memorial, so the com-
mittee that selected the com-
mencement speaker was able 
to learn more about Chief 
Brown during his brief spot-
light,” Reynolds said. “Chief 
Brown delivered a poignant, 
heartfelt message during a 
time of confusion and loss. 
He was able to capture the 
suffering of two communities 
and represent them through 
the brief time he had for 
his introduction. 
Reynolds said Chief Brown 
was at one point accepted to 
UT but chose to protect his 
community instead of attend-
ing the University. 
Binna Kim, Student Gov-
ernment vice president and 
another student representa-
tive on the committee, said 
Brown has an incredible story 
to tell. 
“He has worked as an ad-
vocate for minority groups 
within a community with a 
goal to build trust between 
those groups and the police 
department,” Kim said in 
an email. “Throughout his 
whole career he has worked 
to bridge communities. That 
is very relevant to what is 
happening around us today.” 
Kim says she is excit-
ed he will be speaking at 
her graduation. 
“I am proud to attend a 
university that never strays 
away from difficult conver-
sations, and I think having 
Chief Brown as our com-
mencement speaker is do-
ing just that,” Kim said. “As 
a member of the graduating 
class of 2017, I feel incred-
ibly lucky to have such a 
moving speaker with a pow-
erful story take the stage at 
our commencement.”
LBJ Library displays rare artifacts 
By Quanit Ali
@brown__gosling
Dell Medical students create 
HOPE Outdoor Gallery mural
By Jenan Taha
@Jenan_a_taha
Courtesy of Dell Medical school
First-year Dell Medical students created a mural at HOPE Outdoor Gallery to thank Austin 
community. 
This past weekend, the 
LBJ Presidential Library 
displayed Texas’ most his-
torically significant and 
valuable treasures at a 
special exhibit titled “25 
Years/25 Treasures.”
The Dolph Briscoe Center 
for American History, a na-
tionally recognized research 
institution, donated items for 
the exhibit, which is aimed at 
educating people by allowing 
them access to a historically 
rich area, free of cost. 
“One of the most interest-
ing parts of the LBJ Library 
… is that because we’re free, 
lots of people come here who 
would normally wouldn’t,” 
said Anne Wheeler, 
communications director for 
the LBJ Library.
Among the many artifacts 
displayed were the Texas 
Declaration of Independence 
and a letter detailing the last 
moments of David Crockett’s 
life. The letter described how, 
in Crockett’s last moments, 
he was executed instead of 
the commonly held belief 
that he died fighting. Many 
documents inside the exhibit 
shared the similar charac-
teristic of providing insight 
into pivotal moments in 
Texas’ history.
The LBJ Library worked 
in coordination with the 
Briscoe Center to produce 
an exhibit for visitors of all 
ages. The exhibit featured a 
treasure hunt in which chil-
dren explored the exhibit and 
educated themselves on each 
object to receive a prize.
“They can learn about 
history, learn about early 
explorers, the civil rights 
movement, and then they 
get a prize for coming,” 
Wheeler said.
A unique aspect of the 
exhibit was that most of the 
objects displayed aren’t nor-
mally available to archivists 
at the Briscoe Center, mak-
ing for an exclusive viewing.
“It doesn’t sit out in the 
open, even we don’t see all 
this stuff most of the time,” 
said Jennifer Allen, a School 
of Information graduate stu-
dent and video game archive 
intern. “It’s really interest-
ing to see history firsthand 
and not have to rely on some 
else’s experiences.”
The exhibit was struc-
tured around educating the 
attendants but also followed 
an important theme of help-
ing them understand how 
history relates to the world 
today. For example, a letter 
written by Jane McCallum, 
a Texas suffragist, described 
the struggles of balancing 
a promising work life with 
familial obligations.
“Well, they’re historical 
objects, but they also help us 
understand the political cli-
mate of time. We have letters 
from James Farmer detailing 
the civil rights movement,” 
said processing archivist 
Collen Hobbs.
The exhibit is open every-
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 
the LBJ Library and will be 
open through Jan. 16, 2017. 
concern on UTPD’s radar. 
Triaging, a 911 emergency 
categorization method, 
can vary depending on the 
types of calls each agency 
receives. Because Austin 
Police triage on a higher 
danger level, Scheets said 
some 911 text calls that tri-
age on a lower level could 
potentially fall through 
the cracks.
“We have higher or more 
open first-level,” Scheets 
said. “It’s not that you have 
to be injured or assaulted. If 
you feel unsafe, call us. We’re 
actually here to react to that.”
First-year Dell Medical 
School students partnered 
with local Austin artists to 
create a mural at the HOPE 
Outdoor Gallery that en-
courages people to become 
more comfortable with the 
medical community.
The school, which was 
funded by local taxpayers, 
wanted a way to thank the 
Austin community for their 
support and to strengthen the 
bond between community 
members and their doctors.
“We want to make sure that 
we are very engaged with our 
community,” said Mary Cope, 
assistant director of commu-
nications and content strategy 
for Dell Medical School. “That 
means helping improve their 
health outcomes, but it also 
means just showing them in 
small ways like this that we are 
part of the community.”
One of the main goals of 
the school is to make Aus-
tin a model health city, a 
goal demonstrated by the 
mural’s design, which reads 
“Healthy Austin.” 
“We’re very much about the 
idea that health is an ecosys-
tem,” Cope said. “We wanted 
to do something that showed 
we were a part of Austin and 
that had individuals at the 
center of it.”
Students, along with Aus-
tin graffiti artists Truth and 
Mez Data, painted the mural 
Saturday afternoon. The team 
worked together to plan the 
design of the mural, which 
portrays the student’s ultimate 
goal for Austin — healthy and 
happy citizens.
“In the mural, we didn’t 
want any white coats,” first-
year medical student Ariane 
Lemieux said. “We’re part of 
the community too, and so 
it’s really representing how we 
want to keep Austin healthy 
and our initiative to fulfill 
that dream.”
The painting of the mural 
was organized to integrate the 
new students into their com-
munity and to allow them to 
communicate with Austinites 
outside of the hospital.
“It’s really important for all 
the students to be involved 
with the community,” Lemieux 
said. “It’ll show that we’re peo-
ple too, and we want to be part 
of everyone’s regular lives, not 
just when they’re sick.”
Although the mural is only 
temporary, the Dell Medical 
team hopes to continue con-
tributing to the Austin com-
munity in more ways than 
improving health.
The school is also partnered 
with Keep Austin Beautiful, 
a nonprofit organization that 
works to clean and maintain 
the city and has been recruit-
ing students to clean up parts 
of Austin.
“We really care about the 
city and we want to be a part of 
whatever Austin is doing, and 
we want to be a part of mak-
ing this city even more beauti-
ful,” first-year medical student 
Hannah McFarren said.
update their driver license 
information online. 
Champion added she ex-
pected changes to be made 
to the system in time for the 
2018 election.
Champion told The Daily 
Texan that the Texas Civil 
Right Project staff plans to 
educate the public about 
these issues and make it more 
accessible for people to exer-
cise their constitutional right 
to vote.
“I look to leadership and 
think they should absolutely 
be trying to bring more peo-
ple into the [voting] process,” 
Champion said. “They have 
no reason to not make as 
many people eligible to par-





UT students in writing flag 
courses have the opportunity 
to win money just for doing 
their class work.
The School of Under-
graduate Studies is giving out 
awards to the undergraduate 
students who produce the 
best writing in their writ-
ing flag courses. The com-
petition has three different 
categories and up to three 
prizes will be awarded within 
each category.
All undergraduate students 
are required to take at least 
one writing flag course dur-
ing their time at UT. Howev-
er, students will eventually be 
required to earn three flags in 
writing and one flag in each 
of the other areas. 
Julia O’Hanlon, a commu-
nication studies and humani-
ties sophomore, said that the 
writing flag requirement is 
important to help develop 
more well-rounded students.
“The School of Under-
graduate Studies is trying to 
stress the importance of an 
interdisciplinary education,” 
O’Hanlon said. “They’re try-
ing to show that even students 
in the College of Natural Sci-
ences or in other majors can 
benefit from learning how 
to express their thoughts 
through writing.”
The writing flag competi-
tion provides an incentive for 
students to produce exem-
plary work in their writing 
flag courses. There will be a 
first, second and third place 
winner for each category. Stu-
dents who win first place will 
be awarded $300. Those who 
come in second will receive 
$200, and third place will 
get $100.
“It can’t hurt to submit 
your writing assignment,” 
Clayton Schiebel, a radio-
television-film junior, said. 
“You have to turn it in to your 
writing flag class for credit 
anyways, so you may as well 
submit it to the competition 
and potentially win a few 
hundred bucks.”
Students are only allowed 
to submit one entry, so they 
are being asked to choose 
their best work. Submis-
sions that do not meet the 
eligibility, formatting and 
length requirements will not 
be considered.
Diael Thomas, a chemical 
engineering sophomore, said 
she did not know about the 
writing flag competition.
“I don’t think many stu-
dents know about this op-
portunity. Honestly, there’s 
so many things going on 
at UT it’s hard to keep up,” 
Thomas said.
Students can find out more 
details about the competi-
tion on the undergraduate 
studies website.
The School of Under-
graduate Studies is encour-
aging all students to fur-
ther revise their work at the 
University Writing Center 
before entering the competi-
tion. The deadline to enter is 
Dec. 14, 2016.
Courtesy of LBJ 
Library
An exhibit held in 




to Texas history. 
The exhibit is 
open everyday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in the LBJ 
Library.
UGS accepts writing 
flag contest entries
Republican presidential nominee Don-
ald Trump finally admitted Friday that 
President Obama was born in the States. 
This reversed his position on the first po-
litical issue he attached his name to five 
years ago.
This admission may seem irrelevant 
given the greater issues at hand that the 
government should focus on, but its im-
plications indicate how racism still affects 
people of power in any corner of the States. 
When asking ourselves how many people 
have died for our country, we should re-
member to include the 5 million slaves 
and the 80-100 million Native Americans. 
The audacity of Trump’s false statements is 
not punished or reprimanded but instead 
taken as proof of his willingness to stand 
up to political correctness and to some, his 
ability to lead a nation even without any 
political experience.
Consider how far Donald Trump is es-
tranged from facts or how little he acknowl-
edges the contributions of many minorities 
to this country. He has created an imagi-
nary realm — where Barack Obama’s birth 
certificate was faked and the President 
founded the Islamic State — and the most 
concerning part of this is that he is able to 
convince his supporters. In doing so, he 
draws attention towards the minor details 
of politics that only divide the nation and 
fails to address his stances on more press-
ing issues that the country needs a solution 
to, such as affordable healthcare, the mini-
mum wage and student loans.
When politics are treated like a battle-
field rather than a platform for making 
progress and solving pertinent issues, 
society pays the cost. Trump’s insistence 
that Obama founded the Islamic State pre-
cludes a more important debate over how 
to deal with violent extremists. 
And by this same token, Hillary Clin-
ton’s proposals on paid parental leave go 
unattended and the case for affordable 
healthcare and manageable student loans 
is drowned out by irrelevant demands such 
as for walls cutting us off from bordering 
countries, banning entire ethnic and reli-
gious groups and better yet — investigat-
ing the President’s birthplace.
On Friday, when Trump got on the podi-
um to make his statement, reversing himself 
on the issue he had created five years ago, I 
couldn’t help but wonder why his priorities 
lie in his insecurities as a presidential nom-
inee. When President Obama was elected 
as the first black president eight years ago, 
people stopped and pondered how far we 
have come from the Selma to Montgomery 
march just a little over 50 years ago. When 
politicians such as Trump’s make the po-
litical system dysfunctional, their ramifica-
tions contribute to the alienation and lack 
of trust in institutions that give people such 
as Trump the audacity to make false state-
ments in the first place.
Saifullah is a neuroscience junior from 
Richardson. 
Early September is like Christmas for 
Apple fanboys. The annual iPhone an-
nouncement is the most important event 
for Apple every year but also brings out 
their many detractors and people up-
set that they didn’t get everything they 
wanted. The detractors this year were es-
pecially fierce because of Apple’s highly 
controversial design decision to eliminate 
the headphone jack on the iPhone 7. How-
ever, these critics largely miss the point of 
Apple’s decision, as there are several cred-
ible reasons for the absence of the jack.
The removal of the headphone jack 
makes sense from a customer satisfaction 
standpoint. The extra space allowed Apple 
to add better cameras and a longer-lasting 
battery, the sorts of changes that won’t be 
immediately obvious to consumers but 
will improve user experience over time. If 
you assume that consumers will pivot to-
wards Bluetooth in the following years — 
which Apple clearly does — removing the 
jack for these subtle improvements makes 
total sense.
Also, the amount of people who will be 
truly inconvenienced by this switch has 
been largely exaggerated. The market for 
Bluetooth headphones has exploded over 
the past year, showing that consumers are 
receptive to a wireless future. Even those 
who don’t own Bluetooth headphones 
won’t necessarily be inconvenienced by 
this change as earbuds that connect to 
the lightning jack and an adapter for the 
old 3.5 mm jack will ship with the phone. 
None of these solutions work for people 
who want to listen to music and charge 
their phone at the same time, but this 
problem will likely be solved if next year’s 
iPhone ships with wireless charging, as 
many rumors have indicated.
That’s not to say that everyone should 
line up to buy the iPhone 7. Apple’s de-
sign decisions have made life difficult for 
consumers in the past, and often consum-
ers who want to be on the cutting edge of 
technology have had to purchase adapters 
to function in the here and now. For ex-
ample, if you had an extensive collection 
of Dixie Chicks CDs that you wanted to 
burn, becoming an early adopter of the 
MacBook Air would have been a bad idea 
— my mother found this out the hard way.
Journalism junior Jane Butler, who pre-
ordered the iPhone 7 despite its lack of a 
headphone jack, said via email, “I feel like 
Apple had a reason to make this change 
to the design … I figured after a while it 
would just be the new normal!”
If history is any indication, the absence 
of the jack will soon become normal. Ap-
ple has long been a pioneer of new tech-
nologies and one of the first to eliminate 
old ones. There was an uproar when the 
original iMac didn’t have a floppy-disk 
drive (remember those?), outrage when 
the iPhone didn’t support Flash and outcry 
when the MacBook Pro didn’t have a CD 
drive. In every one of these cases, Apple 
took flack for a decision that the rest of the 
industry soon followed suit on.
And that’s the thing about advance-
ment in tech — in order for it to be reality, 
someone has to take the first step. This de-
sign change might not be for everyone in 
the present, but it will be a good thing for 
everyone in the future.
Chastain-Howley is a rhetoric and writ-
ing junior from Dallas.
Immunization is recommended by the 
World Health Organization, the Center for 
Disease Control, the National Foundation 
for Infectious Diseases and a whole bunch 
of other experts. Scientifically speaking, the 
myths about vaccines have been debunked: 
they do not cause autism, infants can indeed 
handle them, natural immunity is not better 
and herd immunity is a thing. In credible sci-
entific circles, there is no debate. 
Unfortunately that’s not true for the rest 
of the public conscious. In Texas, one of 18 
states with vaccine exemptions, avoiding im-
munization is pretty easy to do, and more and 
more parents are opting their kids out. 
Sherry Bell is the senior program coordina-
tor of University Health Services Consumer 
Education and Outreach. Bell and her team 
at UHS can’t provide opinions about policy 
or political movements. However, she did 
say parents and students are able to opt out 
through a state-mandated form.
“While students are strongly encouraged 
to consult with a physician about the need 
for immunizations before requesting an ex-
emption, Texas law provides a method for 
students … to obtain an exemption from 
vaccine requirements for reasons of con-
science, including religious beliefs,” Bell 
said in an email. 
Since 2003, there’s been a 19-fold increase in 
the number of children entering Texas schools 
unvaccinated. And surprise, there’s also been a 
rise in outbreaks of contagious diseases.
But, if the science is so clear, why do en-
tities like the Texas Republican Party, whose 
2016 Party Platform supports exemptions, 
persist in ignoring it? Why is the Bexar coun-
ty district attorney still making Youtube vid-
eos for anti-vaxxing? It has something to do 
with psychology. 
According to Dr. Art Markman and Dr. 
Bob Duke from NPR’s radio show “Two Guys 
on Your Head”, when personal beliefs and 
science are in conflict, people often chose 
to resolve the dilemma by rejecting science. 
Markman and Duke explain this theory using 
climate change as the example, but it’s also ap-
plicable to the anti-vaxxer movement. 
When science says one thing, but an in-
dividual doesn’t want it to be true, it creates 
cognitive dissonance. Because if it turns out 
the science is right, the individual is a “jerk”. 
But, if you can convince yourself that the sci-
ence, which you might not fully understand, 
is wrong, you’re no longer a jerk (in your own 
head at least). 
This method of satisfying your cognitive 
dissonance is actually a pretty horrible idea 
because it means more and more people can 
deny science, which will work against us in 
the long term. 
One father writes on his blog, The People’s 
Chemist, “After all, if vaccines truly worked, 
then why would vaccinated kids be at risk 
[from my unvaccinated children]?” 
This is simply misunderstanding the 
science behind immunizations. Vaccines 
are not 100% effective every time, because 
that’s scientifically impossible in medicine. 
Luckily, scientific sources are pretty clear 
about this. Many vaccines are about 90-
100% effective, but as long most people are 
vaccinated, it protects those who received 
an ineffective vaccination. 
What it comes down to is this: by not 
vaccinating your child, you put other chil-
dren at risk too, and that’s just a jerk move. 
So next time you have some cognitive dis-
sonance to resolve, please, err on the side 
of science. 
MacLean is an advertising sophomore from 
Austin. 
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If history is any indication, the ab-
sence of the jack will soon become 
normal. Apple has long been a pio-
neer of new technologies and one of 
the first to eliminate old ones. 
In Texas, one of 18 states with vac-
cine exemptions, avoiding immuni-
zation is pretty easy to do, and more 
and more parents are opting their 
kids out.  
Vaccines are not 100% effective 
every time, because that’s scien-
tifically impossible in medicine. 
Luckily, scientific sources are pretty 
clear about this. Many vaccines are 
about 90-100% effective, but as 
long most people are vaccinated, 
it protects those who received an 
ineffective vaccination.
When politics is treated like a 
battlefield rather than a platform for 
making progress and solving perti-
nent issues, society pays the cost. 
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continues from page 8
In his latest book, “The Ter-
ror Years,” Austinite Lawrence 
Wright explores the evolution 
of jihadism in the Middle East. 
The Pulitzer prize-winning 
journalist will visit BookPeo-
ple Monday to discuss his find-
ings. The Daily Texan spoke 
with Wright about his new-
est book and his experiences 
as an investigative journalist. 
The Daily Texan: You’ve gone 
and spent time living among 
conservative Muslims in Sau-
di Arabia. Did that change 
the way you understand un-
rest in the Middle East?
Lawrence Wright: I went 
there and they wouldn’t let me 
in as a journalist. I had to take 
a job, and I spent three months 
living in Jeddah, which is Bin 
Laden’s hometown, mentoring 
young Saudi reporters. They 
taught me so much more than 
I could’ve learned about their 
culture if I’d just been there as a 
reporter. One of the things that 
I learned is that there’s so many 
things that cause people to rad-
icalize and maybe become ter-
rorists — although this wasn’t 
true of any of my reporters — 
but I think depression maybe 
is a factor in the Muslim world 
because lives are so squelched 
and young people have so few 
opportunities. 
 
DT: In your book, “Going 
Clear,” you write about Sci-
entology and some of their 
more radical beliefs. Reli-
gious radicalism seems to be 
a common theme in many 
of your works. What attracts 
you to this topic?
LW: I have always been in-
trigued by the idea that reli-
gious beliefs are more conse-
quential in people’s lives than 
our political views. My ob-
servation is that you can have 
very strong political views but 
it might not affect your behav-
ior at all. There’s a little bit of 
embarrassment talking about 
religious belief. I had been a 
pretty pious teenager, so I un-
derstand the attractions and 
the trap that religion can be. 
Having had that experience, 
I think I’m more interested 
than other reporters might be. 
DT: Given your religious 
background, was it easier 
to be sympathetic to the 
strong religious beliefs of 
your subjects? 
LW: I suppose I’m sym-
pathetic. I’m more likely to 
honor their belief system 
than perhaps another re-
porter. Not that I agree with 
them, but I think beliefs 
are incredibly powerful in 
determining human be-
havior and I think it’s an 
underexplored world for 
journalists. There was an ad-
ditional factor with the Scien-
tology project which was that 
we were beset by legal threats 
constantly. The attempt to be 
fair was augmented by the 
threat to be sued. That was 
very much on my mind. But 
it was a minefield of tricky ar-
eas to negotiate so I could say 
what I really believe without 
inviting any litigation.
DT: Kids entering high 
school today were born 
after the events of 9/11 — it’s 
history to them. What les-
sons will be the most essen-
tial for them to remember?
LW: The lesson to draw is 
that we should be cautious 
about wading into cultures 
that we poorly understand 
and trying to change them 
or topple them. We’ve paid 
a huge price, a huge penalty, 
especially for our invasion of 
Iraq. Depending on the ac-
counting, these wars have cost 
between $4 and 6 trillion dol-
lars. It’s unbelievable — the 
cost to our economy — and 
what we did was invest that 
money into chaos and misery. 
The world is a worse place 
because of it. I hope that they 
draw that lesson. I also regret 
that they don’t know what 
America was like before the 
war on terror. It’s an America 
that’s completely gone, but I 
hope it won’t be forgotten, be-
cause if we forget that Amer-
ica, where we had a sense of 
liberty, community, trust, 
safety, I think that terror-
ism really will in some ways 
have won. 
24, the same day as the Tex-
as Tribune Festival, which 
will be hosting some of 
the biggest names in Texas 
politics. Similarly, NAIC 
will be holding a workshop 
Monday to discuss the is-
sue. Since the protest is 
not being heavily covered 
by major news organiza-
tions, the workshop aims 
to educate students about 
native people’s water and 
land rights. 
Yasmeen Davila, NAIC 
co-president and history 
and economics junior, 
said she also feels strongly 
about the Dakota pipeline 
because it continues a his-
tory of oppression against 
native peoples. She hopes 
the workshop will raise 
awareness about the issues 
Native Americans still face 
in the U.S.
“We hold workshops so 
people know about issues 
that are not only happening 
here, but just that we are still 
living in a period of coloniza-
tion,” Davila said. “People are 
still being displaced and not 
treated well. These people 
were here before anyone. It’s 
really important to gain that 
visibility, to say that they’re 
still here even with that 
whole assimilation thing, 
they’re still here and present 
and fighting for their rights.”
Byrd also recognizes the 
contradictory nature of the 
conflict at the Standing Rock 
Sioux reservation. 
“You see how the 
government doesn’t want to 
destroy any historical things 
or any burial sites when it 
comes to ‘American’ history, 
but the pipeline is looking to 
go through a lot of historical 
parts of the land and even 
burial sites,” Byrd said.
However, Byrd said water 
rights are just the tip of the 
iceberg when it comes to is-
sues that plague reservations. 
Raised by grandparents who 
grew up on Navajo land, she 
knows how tough it can be to 
live there.
“Not only is water an is-
sue on the reservation, it’s 
visibility, too,” Byrd said. 
“We’re kind of pushed 
away. Education isn’t that 
good, alcoholism is a hor-
rible thing happening 
there [as well as] violence. 
It’s hard to see that not 
being there.”
Alex Sherwood, who is 
organizing the “Texas Stands 
with Standing Rock” pro-
test, said the movement is 
not just about water but also 
land rights. 
“If they don’t want this 
going through their land, 
the decision should be up to 
them because it’s their prop-
erty,” Sherwood said.
However, Davila said that 
the protest really shouldn’t 
have to happen at all.
“We’re talking about wa-
ter here, you know?” Davila 
said. “Basic human rights. 
It’s not a constitutional 
right, you don’t have to 
bring government into this. 
You need [water] to live.
Courtesy of Jarrad Henderson 
Lawrence Wright is a Pulitzer prize-winning journalist from Austin. On Monday, he will be at BookPeople to talk about his latest 
book, “The Terror Years.”
BERKELEY, California — 
Longhorn nation traveled 
well to California Memorial 
Stadium for Saturday night’s 
shootout between California 
and Texas.
Many of the 50,448 in at-
tendance sported burnt or-
ange and avidly cheered their 
Longhorns on throughout 
the contest.
But each cry of “Texas! 
Fight!” that echoed through-
out the rolling California hills 
received a more thunderous 
scream of “Go! Bears!” The war 
of chants embodied the game 
itself: California responded to 
each Texas attack with a more 
powerful answer of its own 
on its way to an exhilarating 
50-43 victory.
“This is a tough and dis-
appointing loss,” head coach 
Charlie Strong said. “In our 
first road game, we expected 
to play better, we have to play 
better, knowing our whole at-
titude when you’re on the road 
and your preparation has to 
be [different].”
California got on the board 
first, and it did it in a hurry. 
Senior quarterback Davis 
Webb marched his team 84 
yards down the field, only 
needing six plays and 2:07 of 
game time to do it.
The Longhorns didn’t get 
off to the start they were 
looking for, giving up a 
quick touchdown — just as 
they did in week one against 
Notre Dame. But similar to 
that game, the Texas offense 
fought back and scored on its 
opening possession as well. 
Freshman quarterback Shane 
Buechele led Texas on an 84-
yard touchdown drive of its 
own to knot the score at 7-7.
The Texas offense contin-
ued to work effectively for 
the entire first half. The Long-
horns held a double-digit lead 
on three separate occasions 
in the first half after scoring 
points on four of their first 
five possessions.
“We knew we were going 
to have an opportunity to 
run the ball and run the ball 
downhill,” offensive coordina-
tor Sterlin Gilbert said.
But Texas lost its offen-
sive momentum in the third 
quarter. The Longhorns were 
held scoreless throughout the 
period, trailing California 35-
33. The Texas defense didn’t 
budge in the third either, but 
that changed in the fourth.
California scored two 
touchdowns in the final 
frame, both accounted for by 
Webb. The Texas native threw 
his fourth touchdown pass of 
the night early in the period 
and ran in the game-winning 
score with 3:41 remaining.
“I had a lot of motivation for 
this game,” Webb said. “And 
we out-toughed them. They 
did a great job executing their 
game plan, but all we wanted 
[was] to be the tougher team 
and get more effort, and I 
think we did that tonight.”
The Golden Bears delivered 
the final blow to the Long-
horns when junior running 
back Vic Enwere ripped off 
a 54-yard run, leading 50-
43 with less than two min-
utes left, but it didn’t come 
without controversy.
The officials originally ruled 
his rush a touchdown, which 
would have put California up 
by two touchdowns with less 
than 1:30 remaining and Tex-
as out of timeouts.
However, they determined 
after review Enwere dropped 
the ball prior to crossing 
the goal line as part of a 
premature celebration. 
Texas senior safety Dylan 
Haines picked the ball 
up off the turf — but 
not quick 
enough, according to the 
officials. Haines’ act did 
not resemble “an immedi-
ate recovery,” and Califor-
nia retained possession at 
the Texas one-yard line.
The Longhorns ran 
out of chances, but there 
were plenty to be had 
throughout the night. 
Strong was well aware 
of what could have been 
and gave no interest in 
entertaining a potential 
 officiating blunder.
“I don’t think that hurt 
us,” Strong said. “Num-
ber one, the ball shouldn’t 
have gotten down there. 
We had too many oppor-
tunities before that play.”
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The lone lowlight of Texas’ 
opening-week victory over 
Notre Dame came on the de-
fensive side of the ball. The 
Longhorns allowed Fighting 
Irish quarterback DeShone 
Kizer to throw with ease, sur-
rendering five passing touch-
downs on the evening.
Those same issues plagued 
the Longhorns once again in 
Saturday’s 50-43 loss to Cali-
fornia, a sharp reminder that 
their defense still has a lot of 
work to do prior to the be-
ginning of Big 12 play.
“This is a tough and dis-
appointing loss,” head coach 
Charlie Strong said. “We 
gave up too many big plays 
on defense.”
The burnt orange de-
fense spent its night chasing 
California receivers as they 
streaked down the field, un-
able to slow down the Bears’ 
passing attack. 
Senior quarterback Davis 
Webb shined at California 
Memorial Stadium, picking 
apart the Longhorn defense 
throughout the night. The 
Texas Tech transfer went 27-
40 for 396 yards, tossing four 
touchdowns in the process. 
“Going in we knew what 
Cal was capable of,” senior 
defensive tackle Paul Boyette 
Jr. said. “We underachieved 
tonight, but we got 12 days 
to regroup before we start 
conference play.” 
The biggest issues 
stemmed from Texas’ sec-
ondary. The Longhorns 
cornerbacks fell behind in 
coverage on numerous pass-
ing plays, and their safeties 
failed to provide help over 
the top. The Bears gained 19 
first downs through the air 
and averaged nearly 15 yards 
per completion.
“We just have to get de-
fensive stops and we have 
to make plays on defense,” 
Strong said. “If you go back 
to the start of the second half, 
we were able to get off the 
field... But we do have to get 
better on defense.”
Junior wide receiver 
Chad Hansen gave Texas 
fits all evening. 
Another transfer 
product — this time from 
Idaho State — Hansen 
moved freely throughout 
the back end of the Long-
horns defense. He torched 
the Longhorns for 12 catch-
es and 196 yards while also 
hauling in two touchdowns.
“We knew [Hansen] was 
their go-to guy,” senior 
cornerback Sheroid Evans 
said. “We prepared for him 
but we just didn’t execute 
as a secondary ... We’re go-
ing to have to go back and 
adjust and come out better 
next game.” 
Discounting the shut-
down performance against 
UTEP in week two, Texas 
has now given up 97 points 
in two contests. At 48.5 
points allowed per game, 
the Longhorn defense 
would rank tied for No. 120 
in the nation, worse than all 
but one Big 12 team. 
And there seems to be no 
relief coming for the Long-
horns in the coming weeks. 
Texas escaped its non-con-
ference slate at 2–1, mainly 
on the backs of its newfound 
offensive success. Now, the 
Longhorns will look ahead 
to their conference opener 
on Oct. 1, where they face 
off against Oklahoma State 
in Stillwater, Oklahoma.
The Longhorns will face 
several prolific passing at-
tacks throughout the re-
mainder of the year. Three 
quarterbacks on Texas’ 
schedule have already 
thrown for 1,000 yards 
in 2016, and the Long-
horns also have to face 
former Heisman Trophy 
contender Baker Mayfield 
of Oklahoma.
It’s not an easy slate ahead for 
the Longhorn defense, and sur-
rendering 50 and 47 points in 
two of their three contests isn’t 
going to cut it. Texas’ secondary 
has failed to impress through 
three weeks, and must rebound 
for the Longhorns to succeed 
in 2016. The season is young, 
but Texas must regroup and re-
adjust before facing the passing 
attacks of the Big 12. 
“We just gotta pick our-
selves back up.” Evans 
said. “Tonight was a learn-






Fans filled Gregory Gym 
from top to bottom Sunday 
to see No. 3 Texas take on 
No. 6 Wisconsin.
Every block, kill and dig 
brought fans to their feet as 
chants of “We! Are! Texas!” 
erupted after each point. 
But when Wisconsin 
stormed back to seal the vic-
tory after dropping the first two 
sets, the silence was deafening. 
“We made some big errors,” 
head coach Jerritt Elliott said. 
“We had some opportunities 
with transition swings and we 
kind of just put our heads down 
and took poor swing after 
poor swing.”
Freshman outside hitter Mi-
caya White and freshman mid-
dle blocker Orie Agbaji strung 
together a series of blocks to 
build the momentum early for 
Texas. Neither team led by 
more than two points in the 
first set until Texas went on a 
6-2 run to take a 18-14 lead. 
The Badgers closed the gap 
at 20-18, but kills from White 
and senior outside hitter Pau-
lina Prieto Cerame lifted Texas 
to take set one, 25-21.
Texas got off to a hot 8-3 
start in the second set and 
maintained control through-
out. Despite nine service er-
rors, the Badgers eventually 
tied the game at 24-24 follow-
ing a four-point run. But the 
Badgers’ run wasn’t enough 
as Prieto Cerame closed the set 
with two consecutive kills, al-
lowing the Longhorns to take 
the set, 26-24.
“We had spurts where we 
were really good,” Elliott said. 
“We just have to be consistent 
for longer periods of time.”
The Longhorns took an 
early 9-5 lead in the third set 
and seemed to be in control, 
but the team struggled to 
pull ahead when the Badgers 
came back to tie it up at 14 
apiece. Wisconsin and Texas 
tied seven times in the third 
set, but Wisconsin went on a 
7-2 to close it out, 25-23. 
“Wisconsin definitely 
stepped up their game [in 
the third set],” senior setter 
Chloe Collins said. “They did 
a really great job. I think there 
were just some moments 
during the third set that we 
just didn’t execute when we 
needed to.”
After a tie at eight in the 
fourth set, the Badgers be-
gan to pull away. Kills from 
Prieto Cerame, junior outside 
hitter Ebony Nwanebu and 
White kept the Longhorns in 
sight, but they still the team 
trailed by two or more points 
throughout the set. The Bad-
gers finished off the set 25-21 
to force a fifth set. 
The Longhorns started 
strong in the final set, tak-
ing a 12-9 lead. After reach-
ing 14 points, the Longhorns 
had five chances to close the 
set — the fifth set goes to 
just 15 points — but failed to 
close the Badgers out. After 
tying at 18, a missed hit by 
Nwanebu and a defensive 
error gave the final set to the 
Badgers, 20-18.
“14-11 is all we can ask 
for,” Elliott said. “They’re the 
number six team in the coun-
try and there’s a reason for it 
and that’s why we scheduled 
it, to learn about ourselves 
a little bit and get ourselves 
in position to get ready 
for conference.”
The Longhorns will 
kick off Big 12 Confer-
ence play in Morgantown, 
West Virginia, this Tuesday 




ning back Chris 
Warren falls into 
the endzone. 
Warren shined in 
the Longhorns’ 
50-43 loss to 
California on Sat-
urday, carrying 
the ball 18 times 
for 119 yards. He 
also scored two 
of Texas’ four 
rushing touch-
downs on the 
evening. 
Longhorns win lone 
home meet of season
The Longhorns domi-
nated on Friday night at 
the Texas Invitational, 
taking full advantage of 
their only home meet of 
the season. Both the men 
and women swept their 
events with perfect scores 
of 15.
Sophomore Alex Rog-
ers impressed in the men’s 
5,000-meter event with 
a first place finish and a 
time of 15:05.55. And 
teammates Dodds and ju-
nior Connor Hendrickson 
followed right behind. 
The group said they’re 
excited to build off the 
big win.
“We’re getting ready to 
make a statement,” Rog-
ers said. “I know it’s only 
a 5K, but we’re going to 
add three more on top of 
that in two weeks. It’s a 
great starting point.”
It was a similar story for 
the Longhorn women. Se-
nior Sandie Raines cruised 
in the 3,000-meter event, 
earning first place with a 
time of 10:25.11. Sopho-
more Meghan Lloyd took 
home second place for Tex-
as, followed by freshman 
Abby Guidry in third. 
“Going in, we wanted 
to go out hard like any 
competitive race does, and 
stay relaxed in the middle 
and not go too soon,” 
Raines said. 
Both the men’s and 
women’s teams improved 
to 2–0 on the season. The 
Longhorns will be put to the 
test when they travel to the 
Notre Dame Invitational on 
Sept. 30.
“Notre Dame is going to 
be a big challenge for us,” 
coach Brad Herbster said. 
“There will be a lot of na-
tionally ranked teams there. 
It’s going to be tough, but 
we have to make sure that 
we have the mindset that 
it’s going to be really hard to 
have success.”         











match of the 
season on 
Sunday, falling to 
Wisconsin in five 
sets. 
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Editor’s note:
 In 300 words or fewer, 
this series spotlights people 
in our community whose 










from the Keck 
observatory. In 
2014, Tweedie 
was hired to work 
at the McDonald 
Observatory, 
where he has 
shot thousands 
of photos of the 
telescopes and 
the night sky. 




Students oppose Dakota pipeline
PIPELINE page 5
Many musicians turn to-
ward love for their inspiration, 
weaving tales of triumph and 
heartbreak to tell their stories. 
But with Mac Miller’s most 
recent release, he doesn’t just 
focus on one romance — he 
professes his feelings for every 
woman alive.
When Miller released 
his debut album Blue Slide 
Park in 2011, he found in-
stant mainstream success but 
lacked the voice to connect 
with a variety of listeners. 
His transformation began in 
2015 with GO:OD AM, a re-
sounding success in the bet-
terment of Miller’s sound, 
but just a year later with his 
latest release The Divine Femi-
nine, Miller completes his 
makeover and now stands 
as one of rap’s pioneering 
creative minds.
Although The Divine Femi-
nine started out as an EP, it’s 
nearly impossible to tell be-
cause of how thought-out 
each song feels. The album 
has few noticeable holes in 
its production and mixing, 
bringing to the table an ex-
tremely well-rounded experi-
ence for listeners. Built upon 
funk and soul-infused beats, 
the album’s sound is one of 
eroticism. But rather than be-
ing about a specific woman, 
Miller’s love is instead directed 
toward the female form. This 
premise is like a loaded sexist 
shotgun, waiting for someone 
to pull the trigger and make 
something go wrong, but 
Miller never brings aggression 
into the project. It’s more of a 
strange endearment.
Miller’s flow on this album 
often equals or exceeds that 
of GO:OD AM, highlight-
ing emotional moments in 
each song. “Dang!”, which 
features fantastic vocals from 
Anderson. Paak, displays 
Miller’s hip-hop talents on an 
ethereal beat, making it the 
obvious choice for the album’s 
standout single.
Even his singing takes a 
step up on this project. Miller 
likely spent time honing in 
his vocal abilities to make 
special moments in each song 
even more memorable. The 
record’s third track, “Stay,” 
highlights Miller’s voice, plac-
ing it at the forefront of the 
track’s chorus and transitions 
to make it the key player in the 
song’s progression.
Not every track soars, 
with a few derailing because 
they can’t pull in the listener. 
“Cinderella” might grow on 
some people after a few lis-
tens but struggles to make any 
noticeable impact from the 
get-go because of its lack-
luster feature from Ty Dolla 
$ign and a boring beat. Other 
songs such as “Soulmate” and 
“We” fall short of their marks, 
coming across as demo mo-
ments rather than fully fleshed 
out ideas.
Beyond those few stum-
bling blocks, Miller sounds 
like he has come into his 
own, experimenting with new 
keyboard effects and some 
unconventional syncopation 
patterns to keep songs interest-
ing. “My Favorite Part,” a duet 
with Ariana Grande, sounds 
like a strange premise but turns 
out to be a resounding success 
in highlighting Miller’s trans-
formation into an artist willing 
to try something new.
As the record’s concluding 
track “God Is Fair, Sexy Nasty” 
fades out to conclude the LP, 
The Divine Feminine feels more 
like Miller’s dissertation rather 
than just another album in 
his discography. Although he 
may still be vulgar at moments, 
Miller’s transformation from 
a care-free party-going fiend 
into an introspective neo-soul 
artist is, for all intents and pur-
poses, complete with this al-
bum. The Divine Feminine em-
bodies an outlook rather than 
a moment, allowing Miller to 
project his inner thoughts and 
create an experience his fans 
will love.
Observatory photographer targets galaxies
THE DIVINE FEMININE
Genres: Hip-Hop, Rap
Released: Sept. 16, 2016
Rating: 7/10
Courtesy of Brick 
Stowell
Mac Miller finds 
inspiration in the 
female form on 
his new album, 
creating an odd 
but catchy love 
story. The Divine 
Feminie shows a 
steady maturity 
in Miller’s work. 
Shivering at the top of 
Mauna Kea, astrophotogra-
pher Ethan Tweedie quickly 
set up his tripod and camera 
as two of the telescopes at 
the Keck Observatory began 
to open up. A few minutes 
later, he captured a shot that 
would gain him national fame 
 — two bright sodium lasers 
firing at the center of the 
Milky Way. 
Born and raised in Hawaii, 
Tweedie grew up capturing 
the splendor of the Milky Way 
using his dad’s and grandfa-
ther’s cameras. 
“It’s funny [that] my dad’s a 
hunter. I don’t have anything 
against it, I just don’t really like 
it,” Tweedie said. “And I don’t 
hunt animals, I hunt life. It’s 
the same exact thing. I have 
this insatiable appetite to make 
beautiful images.”
Tweedie left photography 
behind after college and moved 
to Dallas, but he rediscovered 
it after moving back home 
in 2009.
It was then that Andrea 
Ghez decided to fire sodium 
lasers from the Keck observa-
tory to prove the existence of 
the supermassive black hole at 
the center of the Milky Way. 
Tweedie knew he had to climb 
the Mauna Kea summit to 
document it.
“Oxygen’s low. It’s freez-
ing. Even in Hawaii it 
snows up there every year,” 
Tweedie said. “I didn’t even 
know if you could capture this 
thing. It was like Star Wars, 
and that shot was the first time 
it’d been captured.”
In 2014, the execu-
tive director of Keck, Taft  
Armandroff, left Hawaii 
to work in Fort Davis at 
UT’s McDonald Obser-
vatory. They didn’t have 
a photographer there, 
so he asked Tweedie to 
join him.
Today, Tweedie can see the 
Milky Way from his window 
every night.
“I’ve always loved Texas 
— I’ve never left because I 
didn’t like it here,” Tweedie 
said. “I was happy to come 
back and shoot, especial-
ly to see Fort Davis and 
McDonald Observatory.” 
Rapper Mac Miller grows, matures on latest LP 
By Mae Hamilton
@thedailytexan
When a major river on 
Kristian Byrd’s home res-
ervation was accidentally 
contaminated with toxic 
mine runoff by the EPA 
earlier this year, she was 
devastated. After learning 
about the proposed Dakota 
Access Pipeline, a conduit 
planned to run crude oil 
from North Dakota to Il-
linois that could contami-
nate Standing Rock Sioux’s 
main water source, the civil 
engineering senior and Na-
tive American and Indig-
enous Collective co-pres-
ident knew she wanted to 
start a conversation at UT 
to raise awareness about 
Native American water 
rights.
Energy Transfer Part-
ners plans to run a 1,127-
mile pipeline from North 
Dakota to Illinois that is 
projected to run through 
the Standing Rock Sioux 
tribe’s sacred lands and 
burial sites as well as po-
tentially contaminate their 
main source of water if the 
conduit breaks.
Byrd said that on her 
reservation, most resi-
dents rely on rivers 
since many houses do 
not have running water. 
According to the Ameri-
can Indian Relief Council, 
many houses lack adequate 
water infrastructure, so 
people are often forced to 
use alternative sources like 
rivers. In response to the 
proposed pipeline, ReZpect 
Our Water, a movement that 
opposes the construction 
of the oil conduit, began 
protesting at the construc-
tion site in early August of 
this year.
A protest unaffiliated 
with NAIC will be held on 
campus in solidarity with 
ReZpect Our Water Sept. 
Juan Figueroa | Daily Texan Staff
History and economics junior Yasmeen Davila and civil 
engineering senior Kristian Byrd, co-presidents of the Native-
American and Indigenous Collective, oppose the proposed 
Dakota Access Pipeline. The pipeline would run through 
the Standing Rock Sioux tribe’s sacred land and potentially 
contaminate their main water source. 
Ethan Tweedie
Astrophotograher
